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Interviewer's introduction Adam Zagajewski is one of Poland's most respected
contemporary poets. Born in Lviv/Lwow in 1945, he first came into prominence as
the poet of the "generation of 1968," or the New Wave (Nowa fala). His translated
poetry includes A Defense of Ardor (2004), Without End (2002), Mysticism for
Beginners (1997), Canvas (1991), and Tremor (1985). All of these except Canvas
(translated by Renata Gorczynski, Benjamin Ivry, and C. K. Williams) were
translated by Clare Cavanagh. Zagajewski is also the author of a book of essays,
Another Beauty translated by Clare Cavanagh (2000), as well as two prose
collections, Two Cities (1995) and Solitude and Solidarity (1990) translated by
Lillian Vallee. Among the honors he has received are a fellowship from the Berliner
Kunstlerprogramm, the Kurt Tucholsky Prize, Prix de la Liberte, Guggenheim
Fellowship, and the Neustadt International Prize for Literature. Since 1988 he has
lectured as a Visiting Associate Professor of English in the Creative Writing
Program at the University of Houston. He is coeditor of Zeszyty Literackie, a
Polish literary review published in Paris. Zagajewski writes about the world and

the human condition using the eye of a poet and the mind of a philosopher. He
puts equal emphasis on the essence of reality and its visual appearance, while
rejecting the view of a classifier and accidentalist. [1] He prefers a perspective of
motion and an overall view. The universe appears to him to be a map of signs
leading us to a hidden meaning. The meaning is discovered in the rare moments
of epiphany, when the consciousness grasps totality. Zagajewski can thus be
described as an essentialist able to read the world map and intuit the world 's
essence. My interview with him was conducted in Houston, Texas, in March 2004
and updated in May 2005. In a modified format, this interview is scheduled to
appear in Polish in Dekada Literacka. Jolanta W. Best: I am glad we are able to
meet at Rice University in Houston. The campus is beautiful. We can find a
library and trees here. These images are present in your poetry. Adam Zagajewski
often writes about a traveler holding a book from a big library, among trees that
symbolize the roots of human beings as well. Let me mention the Neustadt
International Prize for Literature recently given to you by the University of
Oklahoma. How do you evaluate this prize? Czeslaw Milosz received it before his
Nobel Prize for Literature. Adam Zagajewski: I do not think I should comment on
it. I am glad and accept the Neustadt Prize with joy. It is a surprise and possibly a
sign of recognition that my poems exist in America. Some of my readers are here,
and I always find it very pleasing. Sometimes during my travels and readings in
places like Seattle, Washington, or Portland, Oregon, or Dayton, Texas, I meet
people who really read my poems. In a way this is more important than literary
prizes. It is remarkable to meet somebody...
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