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Abstract:

During Reconstruction, which is often called the most progressive period in American history, African American

strides. By 1868 African American men constituted a majority of registered voters in South Carolina and Mississi
eighty-five percent of Mississippi's black jurors could read and write. However, Reconstruction was followed by

hundred years of Jim Crow laws, lynching, disenfranchisement, sharecropping, unequal educational resources, t

caricatures, and convict leasing, the Civil Rights Revolution finally ended that period of despair, but the era of m

can be understood as a reaction to the Civil Rights Movement. This article attempts to understand the persistenc
United States from slavery's end until the present.
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