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Abstract
T o curb the future economic and environmental impacts of invasive exotic species, we
need to understand the mechanisms behind exotic invasions. One commonly accepted
mechanism for exotic plant invasions is the enemy release hypothesis (ERH), which
states that plant species, on introduction to an exotic region, experience a decrease in
regulation by herbivores and other natural enemies, resulting in a rapid increase in
distribution and abundance. T he success of classical biological control has been used as
support for ERH, but this observational evidence does not directly test ERH, and the
more experimental evidence is equivocal. Competitive release through greater generalist
enemy impact on natives seems to be an important but understudied mechanism of
enemy release, but there is a serious need for experiments involving exclusion of natural
enemies in invaded plant communities. With a clearer understanding of the role of enemy
release in exotic plant invasions, we can begin to build a comprehensive predictive model

of exotic plant invasions.
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