Therapeutic landscapes: medical issues in
light of the new cultural geography.

Purchase

Export

Social Science & Medicine
Volume 34, Issue 7, April 1992, Pages 735-746

Therapeutic landscapes: Medical issues in light of the new
cultural geography
Wilbert M. Gesler
Sh o w m o re
https://doi.org/10.1016/0277-9536(92)90360-3
Get rights and content

Abstract
Employing an expanded meaning of the concept of landscape taken from the
â€˜newâ€™ cultural geography, this paper explores why certain places or situations are
perceived to be therapeutic. T hemes from both traditional and recent work in cultural
geography are illustrated with examples from the literature of the social science of
health care. T he themes include man-environment relationships; humanist concepts such
as sense of place and symbolic landscapes; structuralist concepts such as hegemony and
territoriality; and blends of humanist concerns, structuralist concerns, and time
geography. T he intention of this broad overview is to bring some particularly useful
concepts developed in cultural geography to the attention of social scientists interested
in matters of health and to stimulate research along new lines.
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