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Abstract
T hrough a systematic analysis of the behavior of second-position clitics in Czech, this
paper addresses issues that are also of interest in the general study of cliticization. It is
argued that clitic placement in Czech is a syntactic process conditioned prosodically; the
host is defined syntactically but must also contain a phonological word. T here is also a
discrepancy in the orientation of the syntactic vs. phonological host: these clitics are
syntactically enclitic but phonologically uncommitted. A crucial role in explaining the
alternative patterns of phonological attachment is attributed to discourse factors. It
follows that the relationship between syntactic and phonological considerations in clitic
placement is more complex than just a matter of determining unambiguous enclisis vs.
proclisis.
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