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Abstract
In the Special Collections Department of The College of The Bahamas Library
resides a little treasure trove of resources pertaining to The Bahamas, the
West Indies and Africa. These collections hold a variety of printed materials:
books, dissertations, research studies, government documents, journals,
newspaper clippings and ephemera. The Bahamian Collection is the most
extensive. Established in 1984, it serves the purpose of a research depository
for The Bahamas, as the National Library is yet to be built. Officially, the
National Archives is the depository for the historical records of the country.
The Bahamas is fortunate in having a very fine archival institution, located on
Mackey Street.
Titles included in the Bahamian Collection Selected Bibliography are books
chosen for their representational appeal. The intention was to represent a
cross-section of publications highlighting all aspects of The Bahamas. That
was the primary criterion. The other consideration was motivational value. By
this is meant the ability to tantalize the reader into discovering more about
who, why and what has been printed to preserve, inform, entertain and
contemplate the fascinating evolution of The Bahamas. Owing to the strong
oral tradition of the country, the printed record of the people began
somewhat later than in many other cultures. This too is of significance to the
interested reader.
In August 1996 when I came to work at The College of The Bahamas as the
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Special Collections Librarian, I knew nothing of the colors, textures and
vitality of this country. A Fodor's travel guide provided factual information
and description and some enticing photographs. The context of Bahamian
life was a mystery to me. As the authors of the books selected for this
bibliography, I have grown more and more intrigued by this island
archipelago. Thanks to the encoded voice of natives and, like myself,
windblown curious wanderers who have had the good fortune to arrive, if
only for a short while, and partake, a cache of Bahamian wealth has been
shared.

Bahamian Studies

This is a reader's bibliography and a work unto itself. It is not meant to
support a work of research or any other work. The format used for this
bibliography is presented in the following manner: title (in bold italics),
author, publication information. This style is a deliberate departure from that
of APA to which other articles in this publication of College Forum are
required to conform.
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