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Abstract: This book is one of a pair published simultaneously to present results from the same
study to two different audiences. This book was written to inform a wide audience about
sexual behavior, both public and private. The goal of the book was to place America's sexual
practices in a context which helps explain not only what Americans do, but why. Knowing the
reasons for various behaviors allows people to decide whether or not they want to change
their own behavior, and, if so, what might make such change possible. After an introductory
chapter on sex in America, the book proceeds with a chapter describing the survey used to
gain the data. The third chapter considers the identity of sex partners, the fourth discusses
finding a partner. In the fifth chapter, the question of how many sex partners Americans have
is explored. Chapter 6 provides information on how often Americans engage in sexual
intercourse. Chapter 7 outlines sex practices and preferences, chapter 8 presents survey
results on masturbation and erotica. The ninth chapter covers homosexual partners. Chapter
10 deals with sexually transmitted diseases, and Chapter 11 with AIDS. The twelfth chapter
discusses the various manifestations of forced sex (which extend beyond the old definition of
rape). The final chapter deals with sex and society. The book also has two appendices, which
provide a graphic representation of the survey respondents and the sex questionnaire which
was used.
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