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January 14 :
T he T oday Show made its television debut on the morning of January 14 ,
1952. The rst host of the show was Dave Garroway, the show ran from 7 to 9 a.m.
and o ered news, entertainment and weather information for viewers. The idea was
that the show would keep people informed and entertained as they ate their
breakfast and got ready to leave their homes for the day.
There have been many morning news shows seen on TV since 1952 and the evolution
of the Internet has more people getting their news online today than ever before;
however, the Today show, which can still be viewed on NBC today, was revolutionary
when it made its TV debut, because in 1952 viewers hadn’t seen anything like it! And
the show was the rst of many subsequent morning talk/entertainment and news
shows.
Here’s a link to a page on the Today website that o ers a video clip of the rst few
minutes of that very rst Today show from 1952!

http://www.today.com/id/44641671#44867991
January 15:
On January 15, 1981 the award winning television show Hill Street Blues made
its debut. The program ran on NBC from 1981 to 1986 and might be described as
the rst real crime drama; because it o ered viewers a realistic look at what life was
like for a group of dedicated police o cers and detectives working in the Hill Street
Police Station. The ensemble cast included Daniel J. Travanti, Veronica Hamel, Bruce
Weitz, Charles Haid, Taurean Blacque, Betty Thomas and Ed Marinaro.
Here’s a link to a YouTube clip of the opening credits of the show which feature shots
of the cast in character and which gives you an idea of what the show was like:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUX3TPKVf_Y
And you can check out Hill Street Blues DVDs at the library if you’d like to try out the
series!
January 16:
Sing er and actress Ethel Merman was born on January 16, 1909. Merman was a
brassy and powerful singer who is well known for her work in musical comedies on
stage and screen. Her most popular performances include appearances in “Anything
Goes” from 1934, “Annie Get Your Gun” from 1946, “There’s No Business Like Show
Business” from 1954, “Gypsy” from 1959 and “It’s A Mad, Mad, Mad World” from 1963.
Here’s a link to a Biography bio of Ethel Merman:
http://www.biography.com/people/ethel-merman-9406489
A link to a YouTube clip of Ethel Merman singing “There’s No Business Like Show
Business” with Judy Garland and a young Barbara Streisand, taken from a 1963
episode of the Judy Garland Show: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPKO-s3uATg

And here’s a link to another YouTube clip of Ethel singing “I Get A Kick Out Of You” and
“I’ve Got Rhythm:”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiRh7gHAKVk
And you can check out Ethel Merman CDs and DVDs at the library! Ask the sta

for

details or you can search StarCat, our catalog of physical materials, at the following
webpage: http://starcat.stls.org/client/default
January 17:
Benjamin Franklin was born January 17, 1706. Benjamin Franklin is one of
America’s founding fathers. In his lifetime, 1706-1790, he was a scientist, a scholar, a
diplomat, a printer and the establisher of the rst public library in the American
Colonies – the Library Company of Philadelphia which opened its doors as the rst
lending library in what would become the United States in 1731. Ben Franklin is also
known as a member of the Continental Congress, a diplomatic envoy to France during
the Revolutionary War, a scientist who experimented with electricity via lighting, a
member of the U.S. Constitutional Convention and the eldest person to sign both the
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
If you’re not familiar with Benjamin Franklin you can check out books and videos about
him at the library!
Here’s a link to a short Biography bio of Benjamin Franklin:
http://www.biography.com/people/benjamin-franklin-9301234
And a link to a series of PBS webpages on Ben Franklin which o ers even more
information about his life and works:
http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/
January 18:
Orator and statesman Daniel Webster was born on January 18, 1782 in

Salisbury, New Hampshire. Webster became well-known as a lawyer and an
eloquent orator who argued many cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. Webster
went on to service in the U.S. Congress (1813-1817, 1823-1827) and in the U.S. Senate
(1827-1841 & 1845-1850) before becoming Secretary of State in 1850. Webster
served as Secretary of State, non-consecutively, for three Presidents: William Henry
Harrison, John Tyler and Millard Fillmore. Webster is an 19th century American of note,
who is best remembered as an energetic nationalists and a strong advocate for the
rights of business owners during the pre-civil war era.
Daniel Webster died in 1852 while he was serving as Secretary of State.
Here’s a link to an o cial U.S. Department of State biography of Daniel Webster:
http://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/webster-daniel
January 19:
Author Edg ar Allan Poe was born January 19, 1809 in Boston, MA. Poe became
known as a writer of short stories and poems that were of the mystery and/or horror
genres –before there were genres of ction called mystery and horror! In fact, Poe is
considered the creator of the modern American detective and horror story genres.
Particularly of note is his 1845 poem “The Raven” which does indeed seem very dark
and macabre!
The poem, as found on the Poetry Foundation website, starts out:
“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore—
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.
“’Tis some visiter,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door—“

Only this and nothing more.”
Here’s a link to the complete poem found Poetry Foundation website:
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178713
And a link to a YouTube clip that features the actor Vincent Price reading the entire
poem; and if you open two tabs on your web browser you can click play on the
YouTube clip and then click on the tab that has the words of the entire poem and
read along while Vincent Price recites the poem!
Here’s the link to the YouTube clip:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7zR3IDEHrM
January 20:
In the U.S. we observe Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday as a holiday on the
third Monday in January; which in 2014 f alls on the 20 th . Martin Luther King
was really born on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, Georg ia. King was a Baptist
minister and proponent of non-violent protest in the pursuit of Civil Rights. He is
known for working toward civil rights in general and speci cally for working towards
the creation of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, the 1965 Voting Rights Act and his famous “I
Have A Dream” speech which he gave on the green in Washington D.C. on August 28,
1963. Martin Luther King Jr. won the Noble Peace Prize in 1964 and was assassinated
in 1968.
Here’s a link to a biographical overview of the life of Martin Luther King Jr.:
http://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086
A link to a more in-depth biographical sketch of King found on the Noble Prize
website:
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-bio.html

And a link to a YouTube clip of King giving his “I Have A Dream” speech back in 1963:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRIF4_WzU1w
Have a great week!
Linda R.
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