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Abstract
Ap p lied linguists have for some time suggested that communicative
comp etence includes a major comp onent, usually termed strategic
comp etence, the develop ment of which largely determines the learner's
fluency and conversational skills. Practising teachers, however, are usually
unaware of the significance of this comp etence, and hardly any activities

have been develop ed to include strategy training in actual language
teaching. The aim of this article is to bridge the gap between theory and
p ractice by first describing strategic comp etence and then p resenting
language exercises to facilitate its develop ment.
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