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Abstract:

M.K. Gandhi's social and environmental thought continues to shape the contemporary practices of Brahma Vidy

intentional community in Paunar, Maharashtra. Since its founding in 1959, members have wrestled with the prac
translating Gandhian values such as self-sufficiency, non-violence, voluntary simplicity, and public . service into

food production and consumption. Members of Brahma Vidya Mandir and associated farmers imagine and ena

to contemporary agrarian failures in religiously inflected language drawn from the Bhagavad-Gita, a central Hin

use this text as a guide to develop agricultural practices that they deem non-violent. Brahma Vidya Mandir's exis

counter-narrative prompt our imaginings of what it means to enact alternative agricultural and social practices a
new possibilities of adapting and applying these ideas to other social and geographic contexts.
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