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Abstract

This essaysurveys recentretellings byfantasy writers for childrenand adults of Hans Christian Andersen's
stories. Tales that have inspired multiple versions include "The Snow Queen," "The Little Match Girl," and
"The Girl Who Trod ona Loaf" Although the "darkness" ofHans Christian Andersenis oftensaid to be
inappropriate forchildren, this essayinvestigates the extent to which this is true in writers' commentaryon
the tales as wellas howtheyreframe "dark" issues intheirownwork. Contemporarywriters continue to
explore Andersen's Romantic themes ofindividuals'struggle to survive and create art despite catastrophe
and the indifference of Nature and societyto personalpleasure.
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I rhe anmals of childhood reading Hans Chngian Andersn hurks, o laen
woumnd , For many of s he peovides the firsy whisperof pais thar will moy heal, of
queds tha bl of desires tha eown unssed. And et his gones hnger m the
imagnetion, parily became they dely the words of comior with which parens,
veschers, and childrens books smempr o bl oun the temors of childhood: wer-
rors of isolaion, abandonment, exdnction. Usula K. Le Guin wrines that she
“hated” Andesend sonkes as a child, but “|d hae didnt stop me from nesd ing
iheem, amd reresching them, O rom rememberig them ™ (61, Simikicly, Rose len
Broawn saks he mell “why "The Litle Mermuid” so lscmaed me tha | shudderad
and read it againand agun® (37), musing that *perhops [she] wes a simple child
1o believe the wors,” but she prelerned e sad end mgs and couldn’t sccep e
“fake good cheer” Ande sen oocsionally oflers (560 Orhers secallthar when they
wene chikdren Andersend most virulent females provided thems with role models:
Mares Flook identifed with Ingers “macabre sense of humor” in “The Girl Whe
Trod om o Loal™ (1270 Al 5. Byann found something “secvetly good, illicily desir-
abile, abouwnihe oz hillsand ghes barriers” of the Snow Cheoens pubice (710, which
came 1o signily for herthe desirabilny and the pain of the anis’s quess kor baury,

These snecdotes by sccomplished writers show ther childhood nesd g
belie the sdul desie to s or disguise the presence of pain i by man experi-
ence by censoning or denying children access 1o depictions ol t—adukenon, if
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