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Abstract
A systematic psychiatric examination of the parents of 50 hyperactive children and
50 matched control children was carried out. Increased prevalence rates for
alcoholism, sociopathy, and hysteria were found in the parents of the hyperactive
children.
T en percent of the parents of the hyperactive children were thought to have been
hyperactive children themselves, and, of this 10%, all were psychiatrically ill with
alcoholism, sociopathy, or hysteria. T he data support the notion that the
hyperactive child syndrome is passed from generation to generation and may be a
precursor of certain adult psychiatric illnesses.
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the function tends to infinity along the line.

