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Fig 1.
The Two Icons of Christmas: Jesus and Santa Claus[Source]

1.Introduction

The secularimagery of Santa Claus and the religious iconography of the
Nativity coexist uncomfortably in contemporary society. On Christ mas
Eve celebrations in churches recallthe birth of Jesus while Santa is busy
elsewhere. Boththe religious and the seculartraditions of Christmas are
generally thought to have been passed down through many generations.
The story of the evolution of modern Christmas celebrations is complex,
but it does revealthat some “traditions” are not so very old at all. T his
unit focuses onthe role that advertising has played in shaping the myths

and rituals of Christmas. A

2. The “Traditions” of Christmas

The coming of Christmas evokes nostalgia FYL...

forold-fashioned celebrations. Ask people ReadProfessor

what they mean by “old-fashioned,” and they Belk's

willtalkabout age-old practices handed down “Materialism and

through the generations, about families the Modern US
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gathering to celebrate the holidays together, Christmas” online.

and about theirdreams of a snowy Christ mas

that is free of commercialism. They may go onto talkabout theirown
family’s specialrituals, such as seeing the latest movie together, taking
pictures or playing games, going for long walks in the woods, cooking and
enjoying favorite foods, giving hand-made presents, singing carols, and
so on. Whatever the specifics, Christmas is a time for families to

celebrate and honortheirtraditions.‘gp o

Popular stories, songs, and films have played FYL...

significant roles in developing the cultural Controversy

practices and beliefs that constitute the surrounds the

secular Christmas. Nothing has been more actualauthorship
important than Clement Clark Moore’s A Visit of A Visit from St.
from St. Nicholas (1822), also known by its first Nicholas.

line, “’Twas the night before Christmas.” This
brief storyinverse spells out the myth of Santa’s visit on Christ mas Eve.
Another seminaltext, Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol (1843), defines

the spirit of Christmas in the values of giving, sharing, and celebrating. -
={Ch

Films like Holiday Inn (1942), It’s a Wonderful Life (1946), and Miracle on
34th Street (194 7) have contributed ideas to the lore of Christmas. The
song “White Christmas” (sung by Bing Crosby in Holiday Inn) idealized

o o ={Sp ={Ch
Christmas inthese words:

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas
Just like the ones | used to know,
Where tree tops glisten

and children listen

To hear sleigh bells in the snow.

The words of this song have immortalized snow, sleighs, bells, children,
and singing as necessary parts of the perfect Christmas. “White

Christmas” conjures up dreams and fantasies about an “old-fashioned”
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Christmas that is just like the ones [we] used to know. A

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeerleapt onto the Christmas scene in
1939. Elvis brought rock and rollinto the Christ mas traditioninthe late
1950s and 60s. Inthe television age, A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965) and
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966) joined other Christmas tales. Inthe
new millennium, The Polar Express (2004) is vying for a place inthe lineup
of holiday pageantry. Such examples demonstrate the evolving

traditions of Christmas. A
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Fig. 2.
A “Traditional” Image of Christmas[Source]

Christmas’s evolving traditions belie the cultural nostalgia fora
traditional Christ mas often expressed inimages like that in Figure 2,
where the style of the room and clot hing is definitively Victorian.
Christmas cards and wrapping paper portray “old-fashioned”
Christmases in t his way. A bit of Internet searching will turn up many
similarimages from Victorian times but few from earlier periods. The
reason forthis is simple: Christ mas as we know it—a time of Christmas
trees, lavish family dinners, gift giving, Santa Claus, and toys—dates from
the 1800s. Both Clement Clarke Moore in America and Charles Dickens in

England wrote their stories in the mid-1800s, but the more important


/article/208166/audio/translations_sp_05.mp3
/article/208166/audio/translations_ch_05.mp3
#
/article/208166/audio/translations_ch_06.mp3
/article/208166/image/fig02
#
#f_fig02
#fig02

factorwas that industrial productivity had developed to the point where

it needed mass consumptionto accompanyit. T hus, the...
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