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Abstract
A great deal of work on contemporary Christian Zionism focuses on the apocalyptic eschatology
of premillennial dispensationalism, critiquing it from an idealistic perspective that posits a direct
line of causality from "belief" to action. Such critiques frequently assert that since Christian
Zionists are biblical literalists, they read apocalyptic texts such as Revelation and Ezekiel with the
goal of making the events they find predicted in these books come about in the world. This article
takes a different approach. Although many Christian Zionists can be considered "literalists," they
read themselves into the text typologically. Special attention is paid to the book of Esther which is
shown not to function primarily in a prophetic or apocalyptic role, but as a tool to help Christian
Zionists understand political action, construct identity, and strengthen faith.
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