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Abstract
This article explores the social production of Darjeeling through the social and cultural
encounters that helped transform a mountain health resort for colonial functionaries
into a vibrant Himalayan hub for vernacular modernity and local cosmopolitanism.
While Darjeeling’s high-altitude setting inextricably linked it to the intense exploitation of
subaltern bodies, it evolved as a dynamic urban locality that offered mobile individuals
and groups the opportunity to seek out new livelihoods and realize modernistic
aspirations in a transcultural setting.
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