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Poet ry arises from t he search for sacred language t hat  describes t he
awe and myst ery of  t he real world. Deena Met zger is a cont emporary
poet  who has aligned herself  wit h t his ancient  t radit ion. This collect ion,
t hat  includes select ions from her earlier books of  poet ry Dark Milk, The
Axis Mundi Poems, Looking For t he Faces of  God, A Sabbat h Among t he
Ruins, and Skin:Shadows/Silence draws on her life’s work, more t han fort y
years of  devot ion t o t he word, and aligns it self  wit h such a quest  for
meaning t hat  has increasing urgency because of  t he spirit ual and polit ical
ruins of  our t ime. It  is no longer sufficient , she believes, for t he poet  t o
be an unacknowledged legislat or of  t he world, for t he commit t ed poet  is
called t o engage wit h full heart  in t he cont inuous act ivit y of  rest orat ion
on behalf  of  beaut y, wisdom, and t he nat ural world. Here we meet  t he
art iculat e voices of  t he ot herwise silenced, t he voices of  t he animals, t he
land and t he element als, rain, wind f ire and eart h, and our responsibilit y
t o t hem. This book combines a searing look at  t he horrors t hat  we
permit , t he anguish of  human cruelt y, brut alit y, and indulgence, but
carrying t he f ierce det erminat ion t o live, act , and writ e on behalf  of  t he
soul in all it s manifest at ions. In t his collect ion, despair is acknowledged
but  not  indulged, as Met zger engages in t he met iculous t ask of
reconst ruct ing a world, informed by t he past  and hist ory as language
demands, but , ext ract ing ourselves from it s violence and caprices,
looking t oward a viable fut ure and all it s unexpect ed possibilit ies.
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