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Poetry arises from the searchforsacred language that describes the
awe and mystery of the realworld. Deena Metzgeris a contemporary
poet who has aligned herself with this ancient tradition. T his collection,
that includes selections from her earlier books of poetry Dark Milk, T he
Axis Mundi Poems, Looking Forthe Faces of God, A Sabbath Among the
Ruins, and Skin:Shadows/Silence draws on her life’s work, more thanforty
years of devotionto the word, and aligns itself with such a quest for
meaning that has increasing urgency because of the spiritualand political
ruins of our time. It is no longer sufficient, she believes, forthe poet to
be anunacknowledged legislator of the world, forthe committed poet is
called to engage with fullheart inthe continuous activity of restoration
on behalf of beauty, wisdom, and the naturalworld. Here we meet the
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