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Summary
Wide adoption of mobile computing technology can potentially improve information
access, enhance workflow, and promote evidence-based practice to make informed and
effective decisions at the point of care. Handheld computers or personal digital
assistants (PDAs) offer portable and unobtrusive access to clinical data and relevant
information at the point of care. T his article reviews the literature on issues related to
adoption of PDAs in health care and barriers to PDA adoption. Studies showed that
PDAs were used widely in health care providersâ€™ practice, and the level of use is
expected to rise rapidly. Most care providers found PDAs to be functional and useful in
areas of documentation, medical reference, and access to patient data. Major barriers to
adoption were identified as usability, security concerns, and lack of technical and
organizational support. PDAs offer health care practitioners advantages to enhance their

clinical practice. However, better designed PDA hardware and software applications,
more institutional support, seamless integration of PDA technology with hospital
information systems, and satisfactory security measures are necessary to increase
acceptance and wide use of PDAs in healthcare.
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