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Abstract
A major challenge in testing sp atial, interinstitutional models is p lacing
different sets of actors on a common p reference scale. We address this

challenge by p resenting a random effects, p anel p robit method which we
use to estimate the ideal p oints of p residents, senators, and Sup reme Court
justices on one scale. These estimates are comp arable across time and
institutions. We contrast our method with p reviously used methods and
show that our method increases the ability to study interactions among
different institutions.
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