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Abstract
With a growing amount of subjective content distributed across the Web, there is a need
for a domain-independent information retrieval system that would support ad hoc retrieval
of documents expressing opinions on a speci c topic of the user’s query. While the
research area of opinion detection and sentiment analysis has received much attention in
the recent years, little research has been done on identifying subjective content targeted at
a speci c topic, i.e. expressing topical opinion. T his thesis presents a novel method for ad
hoc retrieval of documents which contain subjective content on the topic of the query.
Documents are ranked by the likelihood each document expresses an opinion on a query
term, approximated as the likelihood any occurrence of the query term is modi ed by a
subjective adjective.
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