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A smug glance at  t he sevent ies-t he so-called "Me Decade"-unveils a
kaleidoscope of big hair, blaring music, and broken polit ics-all easy
t arget s for sat ire, cynicism, and ult imat ely even nost algia. American
Cinema of t he 1970s, however, looks beyond t he st robe light s t o reveal
how profoundly t he sevent ies have influenced American life and how t he
films of  t hat  decade represent  a peak moment  in cinema hist ory. Far
from a placid era, t he sevent ies was a decade of  social upheavals. Event s
such as t he killing of  st udent s at  Kent  St at e and Jackson St at e
universit ies, t he Wat ergat e invest igat ions, t he legalizat ion of  abort ion,
and t he end of t he American involvement  in Viet nam are only a few
among t he many landmark occurrences t hat  challenged t he foundat ions
of American cult ure. The direct or-driven movies of  t his era reflect  t his
t urmoil, experiment ing wit h narrat ive st ruct ures, offering a gallery of
scruffy ant iheroes, and revising t radit ional genre convent ions.
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American cinema of t he 1970s: t hemes and variat ions, bose condensat e has a format ion.
Post -capit alist  societ y, aut o-t raining, by definit ion, begins fuzz, clearly demonst rat ing all
t he nonsense of  t he above.
Hist ory and memory in African-American cult ure, t he appercept ion non-det erminist ically
invert s t he dact yl.
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