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I'm trave ling  in a s chool bus , putting  down the  Alcan Hig hway, moving  from my old place  of
re s ide nce , Butte , Montana, to  my ne w place  of re s ide nce , Palme r, Alas ka. All my pos s e s s ions , minus
the  9 7 boxe s  of books  that I maile d northward two we e ks  pre vious ly, are  s tas he d s ome place  in this ,
the  ve hicle  dubbe d the  Mothe rs hip, or back in the  re ar of the  Toyota pickup name d S putnik. To pull
forth any containe r, e ve n s ome thing  as  innocuous  as  a batte re d tool box, is  to  ope n a cache  re ple te
with me morie s . For e xample , in the  me tal box unde r my s e at is  the  ye llow-handle d s cre wdrive r that I
took with me  on my firs t cros s -country bicycle  trip. Back in 19 80  the re  we re  no multi-us e  tools , s o  I
carrie d a bulg ing  nylon s ack full of re pair ite ms  . . .

The  above  is  a journal write , one  in which I ag ain atte mpte d, in e s s ay form, to  implicitly be g in making  the
conne ctions  be twe e n the  te rms  memory, memorabilia, and memoir. I s ay "ag ain atte mpte d" be caus e  I didn't
g e t ve ry far. Mids e nte nce , my partne r Pe te  Prae torius  and I arrive d at the  Ame rican/Canadian borde r, whe re
a burly cus toms  o>icial informe d us  that in orde r for our bus  to  be  s tre e t le g al in Alas ka, we 'd have  to  paint it
a non-s chool bus  color—that is , anything  but its  e xis te nt brig ht orang e . No, he  s aid in re s pons e  to  our que ry,
putting  me tallic  tape  ove r the  word SCHOOL wouldn't cut it. Whe n finally we  as s ure d the  o>icial that we 'd
s oon take  care  of the  matte r he  le t us  g o. Having  los t my train of thoug ht, I'd clos e d my journal and s tu>e d it
into  my backpack. Whe n, thre e  hours  late r, I pulle d forth and re ope ne d my journal, it was  with the  inte ntion of
compiling  a g roce ry lis t.

The  journal write  broug ht to  mind the  thoug ht that memorabilia can be  us e d to  trig g e r memories, thoug hts
that we  oCe n draw on whe n writing  memoirs. It's  true , I s urmis e d, that nume rous  write rs  have  made  implicit
conne ctions  among  the s e  te rms . Howe ve r, none  that I kne w of had made  the s e  conne ctions  e xplicit. If I did
this , s ay by providing  a the ore tical rationale  for a practical te aching  e xe rcis e , I'd add cre de nce  to  the
g rowing  be lie f that me moir writing  is  a valid form of s cholarly dis cours e , particularly whe n e mploye d in the
te aching  of g raduate  and unde rg raduate  writing  cours e s .

Bump, bump, bump bounce d the  bus , a 19 83 Blue bird, ove r the  [End P a g e  3 10 ] e xpos e d be drock of a two-
mile -long  cons truction s ite . I g lance d up, the n wave d whe n the  flag pe rs on, a tall blond-haire d woman,
pointe d que s tioning ly at the  five  s e a kayaks  that we re  s trappe d to  the  bus 's  roof rack. Unbe knowns t to  he r, I
was  now mulling  ove r the  adag e  "once  a te ache r, always  a te ache r." Althoug h I was n't planning  to  te ach in the
fall, I s us pe cte d that in due  time  I'd te ach ag ain.

Ye s , once  a te ache r—I'd pre vious ly taug ht unde rg raduate  cours e s  in cre ative  nonfiction writing , e diting  and
publis hing , and journalis m. And ye s , always  a te ache r—I could e nvis ion putting  tog e the r a cours e  title d
"Me mory, Me moir, and Me morabilia."

I be g an cons ide ring  the  the ore tical s ubs trata. My be lie f that the  thre e  Ms  are  intrins ically re late d is  one  that
fiction write r Tim O'Brie n was  conve ying  whe n he  wrote  The Things They Carried (19 9 0 ), a s e rie s  of Vie tnam-
bas e d vig ne tte s  in which obje cts  (s uch as  malaria table ts , mine  de te ctors , dog  tag s , love  le tte rs , and
illus trate d Bible s ) trig g e r pas t me morie s . And this  was  the  pre mis e  of poe t Richard Hug o's  Triggering Town
(19 79 ), a book in which the  forme r bombardie r's  re turn to  a pre -World War II Italy trig g e rs  poe tic  ins ig hts .
Nonfiction write r Be ryl Markham in West with the Night (19 83), a s e rie s  of e s s ays  about he r coming  of ag e  in
e as te rn Africa in the  19 30 s , als o  followe d the  notion that me morabilia, me mory, and me moir work tog e the r.

None  of my books  we re  handy; howe ve r, I'd pre vious ly me moriz e d the  firs t parag raph of Markham's  te xt. S he
be g ins  by as king  both...
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