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Abstract

On his visitto Eden, Raphaelinforms Adam and Eve that the universe was notcreated exnihilo but ratherde
deo:everything was fashioned fromout ofthe singularsubstance of God. This consubstantial connection to
God proves universallyennobling by conferring uponeachexistentadivine originand a divine composition.
Milton's materialist monism, however, prevents him from participating inorthodoxideas of God that
differentiate deityfromallelse onthe basis ofadivine ousia unique to him. Unable to locate God's divinityin
a materialdifference, Miltonsets God offfromeveryotherexistentonthe basis ofcreation. God is God
because he alone created everything. Inshort, the abilityto give life operates in Paradise Lostas the
primaryidentifierofthe one and only God. Eve rything in the epic hinges onacts ofauthorship because
authorship is the ground of divinity.
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Paradise Lost and the Concept of Creation

Kent R Lehnhof, Duke University

ScHoLARS HAVE LowG RECoGNEED that the process of creation s crucial to
Milton’s poctry. Almost sixty years ago W. B. C. Watkins affirmed that
creation is “decply interfused” in Milton's Paradise Lost. Pointing out
that Milton “never lets us forget from beginning to end the Divine cre-
ative process,  Watkins concludes that creation “is both [the ] substance
and structure of hisepic.”' Subsequent critics have confirmed this claim,
commenting at length upon the ways in which acts of creation anchor
Milton’s epic. As Michael Lich points out: “Creation is so important to
the action of Paradise Lost, [that] most scholars have had something to
say about its presence in Milton's epic.”™ Lieb’s own book-length en-
gagement with Paradise Lost emerges from the insight that “the idea of
creation in all its aspects” serves as the “common referent by which the
oppositions of the poem find expression.”™ In spite of all this critical
attention, however, | believe that we have yet to take the full measure of
Milton’s interest in acts of creation. For Milton, creation is more than a
compel ling metaphor or ¢laborate image of divine power. Rather, cre-
ation constitutes the very essence of deity. This state of affairs anses
from Milton's sing le-minded subscription to a materialist monism which
asserts that all life originates in and is composed of one and the same
substance.

Accarding to Milton, the universe was not created ex miflo but rather
de deo; everything was fashioned from the singular substance of the
Father. The Father's substance thus constitutes the “one first matter”
out of which “all things proceed” (5469-72).* This de deo genesis en-
nobles cach and every existent, for it provides a material link between
creation and the Creator. Since everything is to some degree a pant of
the Father, everything 1s to some degree divine. In the same way that
Milton’s monist logic lends a touch of godliness toall of creation, how-
ever, it simultancously unsettles orthodox ideas about the identity of
God

As Michael Bauman explains, orthodox Chnstianity at the time of
Milton attributes to God a unique substance, a divine ausia, that be-
longs exclusively to God: ““Within the orthodox trinitarian scheme .. .
the divine owsia is unequivocally the possession of the Godhead only,
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