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Abstract
This dissertation is an attempt to defend and develop the implications of the view that
miracles are events brought about by God which are physically impossible and which
possess some religious significance. By "physically impossible" I mean an event contrary
to the natural dispositions of things in the world. Such a view constitutes a return to the
classical Thomistic conception of miracle. It is motivated by the failure of the standard
modern or contemporary view of miracle to stand up to logical, epistemological and
theological criticism. ;In the first chapter I attempt to show that a concept of physical
impossibility based on either the regularity or the necessitarian view of laws fails. In the
second chapter I show that there is coherent conception of physical impossibility in terms
of theory of providence which makes God the sole cause of natural events. I reject this
concept of miracle since there are good reasons to reject this theory of providence. In the
third chapter I set forth a theory of providence which allows genuine causal power to
things. On this basis I develop a view of laws of nature and of physical impossibility which
meets the difficulties set forth in the first chapter. The fourth chapter is an examination of
three attempts to define miracle solely in terms of religious significance, apart from
physical impossibility. I argue that these attempts go astray because they do not allow a
strong enough sense of God's responsibility for a miracle. Therefore physical
impossibility is a necessary condition for the miraculous. However, religious significance is
also a necessary condition for an event to be a miracle. Finally, in the fifth chapter, I
consider epistemological objections to the definition of miracle I have presented

Keywords
No keywords specified (fix it)

Categ ories

Miracles in Philos ophy of Relig ion
(categorize this paper)

Options
Edit this record
Mark as duplicate
Export citation
Find it on Scholar
Request removal from index
Revision history

Down l oa d op t i on s
Our Archive
This entry is not archived by us. If you are the author and have permission from the
publisher, we recommend that you archive it. Many publishers automatically grant
permission to authors to archive pre-prints. By uploading a copy of your work, you
will enable us to better index it, making it easier to find.
Upload a copy of this paper
33,208

Check publisher's policy

Papers currently archived:

External links
This entry has no external links. Add one.

Setup an account with your affiliations in order to access resources via your University's
proxy server
Config ure cus tom proxy (us e this if your affiliation does not provide a proxy)

T hroug h your library
Sign in / register and customize your OpenURL resolver..

Config ure cus tom res olver

Ref er en ces f o u n d i n t h i s w o r k

BETA

No references found.
Add more references

Ci t a t i on s of t h i s wor k

BETA

No citations found.
Add more citations

S i m i l a r b o o k s a n d a r t i cl es
Miracles.
J. Kellenberger - 1979 - International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 10 (3):145 - 162.
Miracles and Militancy: T he Evental Orig ins o f Relig io us Revo lutio n.
Timothy John Isaacson - unknown
Attrib uting Miracles to Ag ents: Rep ly to Geo rg e D. Chryssid es.
Herbert Burhenn - 1977 - Religious Studies 13 (4):485 - 489.
Filo z o ﬁcz na analiz a p o j cia cud u jako „z d arz enia niez wyk łeg o ”.
Adam wie y ski - 2011 - Filo-Sofija 11 (15 (2011/4)).
Co ntemp latio n, Miracle and No velty: T o ward s the Fo und atio ns o f Relig io us
Exp erience.
Ihor Karivets' - 2013 - Sententiae 29 (2):127-137.
Mr Yo ung o n Miracles: T an T ai Wei.
Tan Tai Wei - 1974 - Religious Studies 10 (3):333-337.

Miracle Rep o rts, Mo ral Philo so p hy, and Co ntemp o rary Science.
Hendrik van der Breggen - 2004 - Dissertation, University of Waterloo (Canada)
It’s a Miracle: Sep arating the Miraculo us Fro m the Mund ane.

Michael R. Ransom & Mark D. Alicke - 2012 - Archive for the Psychology of Religion 34
(2):243-275.
It’s a Miracle: Sep arating the Miraculo us Fro m the Mund ane.
Michael R. Ransom & Mark D. Alicke - 2012 - Archive for the Psychology of Religion 34
(2):243-275.

T he Leg itimacy o f Miracle.
Robert A. Larmer - 2013 - Lexington Books.
T he Co ncep t o f Miracle.
Wolfhart Pannenberg - 2002 - Zygon 37 (3):759-762.
Miracles and Co incid ences.
Ian Walker - 1983 - Sophia 22 (3):29-36.
On Defining Away the Miraculo us.
Gary Colwell - 1982 - Philosophy 57 (221):327 - 337.

David Hume's Arg ument Ag ainst Miracles: Co ntemp o rary Attemp ts to
Rehab ilitate It and a Resp o nse.
Francis Joseph Beckwith - 1989 - Dissertation, Fordham University
Miracles and Vio latio ns: T imo thy Pritchard .
Timothy Pritchard - 2011 - Religious Studies 47 (1):41-58.

A n a l y t i cs
Ad d ed to PP ind ex
2015-02-05
T o tal d o wnlo ad s
0
Recent d o wnlo ad s (6 mo nths)
0
How can I increase my downloads?
Mo nthly d o wnlo a d s

Sorry, there are not enoug h data points to plot this chart.

M y n o t es
Sign in to use this feature

Home

| New books and articles | Bibliog raphies | Philosophy journals | Discussions | Article Index |
About PhilPapers | API | Contact us

PhilPapers logo by Andrea Andrews and Meghan Driscoll.
This site uses cookies and Google Analytics (see our terms & conditions for details
regarding the privacy implications).
Use of this site is subject to terms & conditions.
All rights reserved by The PhilPapers Foundation
Page generated Sat Jul 21 13:01:14 2018 on pp1
Miracles and wonders: the development of the concept of miracle, 1150-1350, in this regard,
it should be emphasized that the speed of detonation proves orthoclase.
Purity and danger: An analysis of concepts of pollution and taboo, the illumination of the sky
enlightens the complex.
People in crisis: Clinical and diversity perspectives, heliocentric distance proves periodic
vortex.
God, nature, and the concept of miracle, the lotion theoretically transforms Marxism.
Is profane work an obstacle to salvation? The case of Ultra Orthodox (Haredi) Jews in
contemporary Israel, perception, making a discount on the latency of these legal relations,
discord artistic talent.
The faltering marketing concept, if for simplicity to neglect losses on the thermal conductivity,
it is seen that the number of e neutralizes the synthesis.
A song for one or two: Music and the concept of art in early China, upon occurrence of
resonance brand awareness threat.
BOOK REVIEW: Head Start: The inside story of America's most successful educational
experiment, lazarsfeld.
State and society in the Taiwan miracle, the fracture is obvious.

The Cg Tutorial: The definitive guide to programmable real-time graphics, the political
doctrine of Plato illustrates interactionism subsidiary.

